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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE ON VOA INTERVIEW 

1 . WASHINGTON POST APRIL 4 CARRIED FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY 
PETER OSNOS UNDER HEADING "TOON WARNS SOVIETS ON 
SCHARANSKY": 

QUOTE - THE UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW, MALCOLM 
TOON, WARNED IN A BROADCAST YESTERDAY THAT A TRIAL OF 
JAILED SOVIET DISSIDENT ANATOLY SCHARANSKY WOULD HAVE A 
"VERY NEGATIVE EFFECT" ON WASHINGTON'S ALREADY "DIFFICULT" 
RELATIONS WITH THE KREMLIN. 

- "I THINK THIS IS A VERY SERIOUS QUESTION," TOON SAID IN 

AN INTERVIEW TAPED IN MOSCOW BY THE VOICE OF AMERICA, "AND 
I THINK THE SOVIET SIDE OUGHT TO LOOK AT IT SERIOUSLY." 

- SCHARANSKY, A 30 YEAR OLD COMPUTER SPECIALIST, SOUGHT 
UNSUCCESSFULLY TO EMIGRATE TO ISRAEL AND WAS ARRESTED A 
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YEAR AGO AFTER THE SOVIET PRESS ACCUSED HIM OF SPYING FOR 
THE UNITED STATES. PRESIDENT CARTER HAS FLATLY DENIED THE 
ALLEGATIONS. A TRIAL OF SCHARANSKY, POSSIBLY ON TREASON 
CHARGES, COULD COME AT ANY TIME, ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM 
MOSCOW. 

- TOON, WHO TAPED THE INTERVIEW WITH VOA CORRESPONDENT 
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MARK HOPKINS LAST FRIDAY, WAS ALSO CRITICAL OF THE SOVIET 
STANCE IN THE STRATEGIC ARMS TALKS WITH THE UNITED STATES 
AS WELL AS THE KREMLIN POSITION IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE 
HORN OF AFRICA. 

- THE AMBASSADOR'S REMARKS WERE NOTABLE IN SEVERAL 
RESPECTS. CAREER DIPLOMATS SUCH AS TOON RARELY SPEAK SO 
BLUNTLY IN PUBLIC ABOUT THE POLICIES OF GOVERNMENTS TO 
WHICH THEY ARE ACCREDITED. PARTICULARLY ONE AS SENSITIVE 
AS THE SOVIET UNION. 

MOREOVER, TOON S COMMENTS ON THE SCHARANSKY CASE AMOUNT 
TO A PREDICTION THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL RESPOND SHARP- 
LY IN OTHER AREAS OF U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS SHOULD THE TRIAL 
GO FORTH - THE SORT OF DIRECT "LINKAGE” BETWEEN ISSUES 
ADMINISTRATION SPOKESMAN HAD SOUGHT TO AVOID IN THE PAST. 

- "I THINK ALL OF US THAT FOCUS ON THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN MOSCOW AND WASHINGTON," SAID TOON, "FEEL STRONGLY 
THAT A SCHARANSKY TRIAL, AND A BRUTAL. MOVE AGAINST 
SCHARANSKY, WILL HAVE A VERY NEGATIVE EFFECT ON OUR RE- 
LATIONS AND IT WILL MAKE IT VERY DIFFICULT INDEED FOR US 

TO DO THE SORTS OF THINGS WHICH I THINK BOTH OF US FEEL 
ARE ESSENTIAL TO PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE WORLD." 

- ON SALT, TOON WAS CRITICAL OF THE KREMLIN FOR BLAMING 
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THE UNITED STATES EXCLUSIVELY IN THE PRESENT STALEMATE. 

- "THE SOVIETS," HE SAID, "BEAR AS MUCH RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE PRESENT SITUATION AS WE DO....FOR OUR PART WE 
CONTINUE TO WORK AND HOPE FOR A SALT TREATY IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. BUT IN ALL FRANKNESS, THE PROCESS IS NOT SERVED 

BY A CAMPAIGN OF THREATS AND CHARGES SUCH AS WE SEE AT THE 
PRESENT TIME IN THE SOVIET PRESS." 

- HE WAS REFERRING PRIMARILY TO A MAJOR ARTICLE IN THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY NEWSPAPER PRAVDA LAST WEEK WARNING OF 
SERIOUS DETERIORATION IN SOVIET-AMERICAN RELATIONS IF THE 
U.S. DOES NOT ACCEPT A SALT ACCORD. 

TOON HAS BEEN IN MOSCOW SINCE THE END OF 1976 BUT HIS 
APPOINTMENT WAS DELAYED FOR SEVERAL MONTHS BECAUSE OF 
SOVIET RELUCTANCE TO ACCEPT HIM. TOON HAD SERVED IN THE 
SOVIET UNION BEFORE AND HAD NEVER MADE A SECRET OF HIS 
DISAPPROVAL OF KREMLIN POLICIES. END QUOTE. VANCE 
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